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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


FINNISH SCIENTISTS STUDYING LOSSES IN BALTIC SEA LIFE 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 21 Aug 82 p 8 


[Article: “Eutrophication Smothers Bladderwort in Baltic Sea; Finns Study Sea- 
weed Situation in Entire Baltic”] 


[Text] The increasing eutrophication in the Baltic Sea has been determined to 
be the cause for the disappearznce of the most beautiful seaweed, the bladder- 
wort, from the Finnish marine areas. It has been choked out by the surrounding 
vegetation, which process has been augmented by the bladderwort-consuming 
seaweed crustations. 


The investigation of the bladderwort situation in the entire Baltic Sea has 
now been assigned to the Finnish researchers, expanding their studies from 
the Finnish waters. 


The bladderwort is a seaweed that abounds actually in large and salty marine 
areas, but it was fairly common in previous times even in the Finnish outer 
waters. Those who navigate the seas have considered the existence of the 
bladderwort to be an indication of the purity of the water. The bladderwort 
has disappeared as coastal waters near residential centers have become 
polluted. The first of these observations were made already in the 1920's 
in the waters off Helsinxi. 


The bladderwort began to disappear in the middle of the 1970's from waters 
that until then were considered unpolluted. The researchers who at that time 
were appraised of this situation by islanders were perplexed. 


The researchers lay the blame, partially at least, for the increase in the 
nutrient content of the Baltic waters, which is damaging to the bladderwort, 
on the industries and the residential areas. A more significant cause for 
the increasing eutrophication than that brouglhit about by the presence of 
humans ie, however, the salty water that came in the mid-1970's from the North 
Sea, and in flowing northward brought with it nutrients that had settled on 
the North Sea bottom. 


The origin of the nutrient supply in the Baltic Sea is also a subject of dis- 
cussion, as to whether it is produced by humans >r by nature. 








Pike Disappears with Bladderwort 


Dense growths of bladderwort form their own biological world rich in plant life, 
invertebrate fauna, and many species of fish, of which the most common are the 
Northern pike and the perch. The young fish seek shelter in the growths of 
bladderwort. When the bladderwort disappears the biological balance in the sea 
is altered. Many who most bitterly experience the disappearance of the 
bladderwort are the sportsmen who fish with lures, especially those who fish in 
the waters at Hiittinen. Formerly their hooks wold engage by turn either 
seaweed or a fish, but now neither. 


es —— 


A dense growth of bladderwort is the pike's most favored spawning place and 
living environment. When that seaweed disappears, so does the pike. The 
perch also have decreased with the bladderwort. The perch, however, as a i 
species is more adaptable than the bladderwort. For the perch the disappearance 
of the bladderwort is not a matter of such fateful significance as it is for 

the pike. 


Bladderwort Recedes to Outer Islands 


Two research groups are presently keenly engaged in Finland in the bladderwort 

problem. The Waterways Administration, together witn the University of Helsinki, 
are studying the western part of the Gulf of Finlanc, while the University of 

Turku and the Abo Akademi are engaged in the archipelago sea in the Aland 

Islands. Licentiate of Philosophy Ilpo Haahtela of the Turku biological 

museum tells that continuous expanses of dense bladderwort growth are no 

longer encountered in the archipelago until the inner edge of the outer 

islands. 


"Only isolated growths of bladderwort are still found among the inner islands 
and near the coasts. As recently as 10 years ago continuous growths were 
frequently found even in these areas,” according to Haahtela. 


Waterways Administration researcher Licentiate of Philosophy Pentti Kangas ' 
reports that the bladderwort situation in the western Gulf of Finland is much 

the same. According to Kangas, these researchers have abandoned the theories 

about poisons and diseases that were propounded at the beginning of the 

project. It has been impossible to point out any offender as being singly 

responsible in the disappearance of the bladderwort. The bladderwort suffered 

defeat as the sea altered to lush vegetation. 


The victors are the fiberous seaweed growths and masses, of which one of the 
most conspicuous to all seagoers is the "green slime” alga. These alga masses 
prevent the penetration of sunlight into the water, thereby hampering the 
assimilating of the bladderwort. At the same time the amount of the vegetation 
growing on the surface of the bladderwort increases. The bladderwort cannot 
sustain this added weight and literally subsides to the bottom of the ocean. 








rhe amounts of the seaweed-consuming crustaceans, which spend the early part of 
their lifespan in association with the fiberous algae, have also increased. 

The amount of this crustacean present in recent years in the archipelago 
waters and in western Gulf of Finland have multiplied many-fold over the 
amounts in the 1960's. During its early life this crustacean feeds on the 
fiberous algae and as it matures shifts to the biadderwort. 


Haahtela stresses the fact that no obstructions have been noted in the repro- 
ductive process of the bladderwort. New growths appear even in the waters 
lush with vegetation, but they do not have the strength to survive. 


The researchers studying the disappearance of the bladderwort in the archipelaga 
are looking also into the behavior of this seaweed itself for the cause. It 

is suspected that as the nutrient content of the seawater increases, thi 
bladderwort tends to concentrate on growth, neglecting its defensive capa- 
bilities--by no longer making itself ill tasting. 


The University of Turku and the Abo Akademi plan to expand their studies into 
the open seas, while the Waterways Administration and University of Helsinki 
will expand into the eastern part of the Gulf of Finland. 


The researchers have another task that has been assigned to them by the Baltic 
Sea Protective Commission, namely, to determine whether the bladderwort is 
undergoing similar disappearance elsewhere in the Baltic Sea as that in the 
Finnish waters. 


CAPTION: The bladderwort is a victim of a change in the ocean. Before final 
disintegration the weed acquires a frayed appearance and 4 chalk-like texture. 


5955 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BALTIC SEA CONFERENCE--For the third time the making of arrangements for a con- 
ference of Baltic Sea researchers has been assigned to Helsinki. The meeting, 
which is the thirteenth in the series, opened on 24 October and will close on 
27 October. The purpose of the meeting is the reporting of the results of the 
research carried out during the past two years and to draft a research program 
for the next two years. Nearly 80 researchers from seven Baltic Sea coastal 
countries are participating in the conference. The Baltic Sea researchers have 
been meeting regularly since 1957. Finland has hosted the meetings two times 
previously, those of 1957 and 1970. The main theme of the 1982 meeting are 

the latest :esults of the physical and biological oceanographic research. The 
79 scheduled presentations will cover such subjects as the effect of the coast 
and the open sea upon one another, the effect of the bottom on water movements, 
and Baltic Sea exchange of water with the North Sea. A considerable portion 
of the chemical and biological presentations deal with the contamination of 

the sea cad the effect of that on the biology. [Text] [Helsinki HELSINGIN 
SNAOMAT in Finnish 25 Aug 82 p 9} 5955 
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INDIA 


SERIOUS POLLUTION THREAT SEEN IN MINING PROJECT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Sep 82 p 19 


(Text) Raipur, September 29 (UNI)--A serious environmental pollution 
hazard hangs over vast tracts of rich forest and agricultural land situated 
along the 32-km-long course of Sankhini, which carries huge quantities of 
iron ore wash-out from the National Mineral Development Corporation's 
(NMDC) prestigious Bai ladila project. 


The largest mechanised iron-ore mine in Asia, Bailadila has become the 
bane of hundreds of villages inhabited by Halva tribals in the thickly 
wooded Bastar district of Madhya Pradesh. 


The pollution threat has assumed such serious proportions over the past 
many years that the entire river has turned ochre-red and has been nick- 
named “Lalpani™ by the tribals. 


District and NMDC project officials hesitate to initiate preparations on 
a war footing to contain the pollution, 


The erux of the problem lies in the co:struction of a tailing dam to arrest 
the flow of iron ore wash-out from deposit-14 at Kirandul. At present the 
ore wash-out is seeping into the river, 


NMDC officials have already received sanction for construction of a tailing 
dam, but are unablc to acquire the lands from the tribals who have threatened 
to launch an indefinite agitation to press their demands before the dam is 
constructed, 


The tribals have also repeatedly prevented district and project officials 
from surveying the area, 


The Lok Dal-affiliated Dantewada, Adivasi Vikas Parishad and the district 
unit of the Communist Party of India are the two main political organisa- 
tions spearheading the agitation against the construction of the dam, 


The tribals are demanding employment avenues in the Bailadila project and 
adequate compensation, 





The ruling Congress (1) has made it a prestige issue and raised several 
‘bijections in the larger interests of the vast majority of the tribals who 
inhabit the Bailadila mountain ranges and p'’.ins through which the Sankhini 
flows. 


Meanwhile, pollution of the river continwes unchecked so that all along the 
Sankhini‘’s course huge deposits of iron ore wash-out have accumulated mking 
the water unfit for drinking, bathing and even washing purposes. Danteswari 
temple priests told a visiting UNI correspondent that pollution had mde a 
deep impact on the psyche of the Halvi tribals who have started believing 
that the goddess would one day come to their rescue. 


According to the priests, thousands of tribals who visit the shrine are 
appalled at the sight of the discoloured Sankhini and Dankini rivers, both 
tributaries of river Indrevati. 


The authorities have provided potable water for the villagers by digging 
tube-wells in almost all the affected villages. 


cso: 5000/7002 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


WARNING TO INDUSTRIAL UNITS--New Delhi, Sept 28--The Union Deputy Minister 
for Environment, Mr Digvijay Singh, has warned industrial units of stern 
action if they fail to observe the prescribed safeguards against air and 
water pollution, reports UMI. Mr Singh said he had asked the Central 
Water and Air Pollution Control Board to furnish details about the case 
relating to a local industrial unit which has been directed by a local 
court to stop discharging effluents into the Jamuna by November 30. The 
Deputy Minister said State Governments should direct the water and air 
pollutiza boards concerned to initiate action against erring industrial 
units, Existing laws were adequate tc deal with pollution if they were 
strictly enforced. Mr Singh said the Centre had plans to set p a special 
authority to protect the environment around historical monuments and added 
that Mrs Gandhi had shown keen interest in the proposal. He could not say 
when such an authority would be formed. He said the Ceatre was also examin- 
ing the prospect of setting up a Himalayan Environment Institute by early 
next year. The Centre would seek the cooperation of Nepal and Bhutan for 
the purpose. Referring to the fears expressed by the Gandhi resce Founda- 
tion that the Aravalli Hills in Rajasthan might turn into a desert because 
of indiscriminate deforestation and extensive grazing, the Deputy Hinister 
said the foundation's study was “overdramatized."” He, however, admitted 
that there had been large-scale soil erosion there owing to depletion of 
forests. (Text) [Calcutta THE STATFSMAN in English 29 Sep 82 p 6] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


WIND EROSION THREATENS HALF SOUTH ISLAND'S ARABLE LAND 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 10 Sep 82 p 17 


(Text ] 


Forty-six per cent of the 
arable land in the South 
Island 1s affected to some 
degree by wind erosion. and 
this ts the land where the 
greatest potential for econo- 
ric loss eNISsts. 


Mr R. T. Salter. of the 
Mimstry of Works and De- 
velopment land resources 
group. at the Water and Soil 
Science Centre at Aokautere 
Palmerston North. said a 
national assessment of ero- 
s1on has been carried out by 
the group 


This inventory recorded 
the location and severity ol 
each erosion type. including 
wind erosion 


It found the distribution ot 
wind erosion in the North 
Island to be in four distinct 
regions—Northland coastal 
dunes. Manawatu sand coun. 
try. northern Wairarapa and 
the Kaweka Range-Tongarirc 
National Park area. 

The influence of the South- 
ern Alps means most areas 
east of the main divide are 
susceptible. He said there 
were nine areas affec- 
ted 

These are the Wairav 
Valley and Blenheim coastal! 
area. the Upper Clarence and 
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areas already affected by 
erosion, as well as localities 
exposed to high winds and 
VM 


“Gn the South Island. 58 
million hectares, or nearly 40 
per cent of the island is 
susceptible to wind erosion 

“Almost all of the area 
east of the main divide has a 
moderate potential. The area 
of severe potential comprises 
Central Otago, aitaki 
Basin, North hill 
country, and parts 4 the 
Southland Plains,” Mr Salter 
said. 

“The high mountain coun 
try has a very severe wind 
erosion potential, along with 
parts of Southland. and the 
upper Clarence and Awatere 
Vallevs” 











EGYPT 


FIRST OIL SPILL IN RED SEA 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 4 Aug 82 p 3 
[Article by Lamis al-Tahawi] 


[Text] Forty-eight hours later Oil Minister ‘'Izz al-Din Hilal, and a party 

of pollution removal experts fly over the Red Sea coast to see the effects of 
the pollution caused by the crude oil leak from a tanker that took on oil at 
al-Chardaga. The oil minister will make the same trip on Sunday to assure him- 
self that the Red Sea coast is free from pollution. 


What happened was that a tear in the hose carrying crude oil to a tanker from 
the shore resulted in 17,500 barrels of oil leaking into the Red Sea in 15 
minutes, i.e., about 2500 tons of oil turned the beach at al-Ghardaqga and the 
area behind it into masses of oil mixed with sand. 


This was the first accident of its kind in Egypt in the course of a trip from 
work in oil fields in 5/ years. 


It may appear unusual for the region but compared with what happens in [other] 
regions of oil exploration and production, it seems to be quite common. 


The dredges and the entire vollution removal equipment set out from the Red 
Sea coast. 


An internationally known expert who took part in removing the pollution that 
followed the accidental sinking of the AMOCO CADIZ off the Spanish coast came 
to Egypt and is now working with Egyptian experts in cleaning up the Egyptian 
coast. 


They called for this expert after an initial attempt was made to clean up the 
beach when it became clear the operation would take a long time. This method 
involved moving the coagulated oil from the beach to an isolated place, 
sprinkling the beach with clean new sand, and actually covering the part in 
front of the governorate building and houses of the officials on the sea with 
sand. The tractors are still working. 


Continuous meetings--from the day the disaster occurred until today, i.e., for 
4 months and 4 days--produced a second "hellish" idea: the strips method, i.e., 








tossing strips of cloth into the crude oil covering the beach so that they can 
soak up the spilled oil. 


The only simple way used by Monsier Bilinguez, administrator of the town of 
Majawish, is to hire a group of strong men at a daily pay of 5 pounds who will 
divide the beach into small areas and every day take away the masses of oil- 
soaked sand under the water along the Majawish coastline. This operation should 
take 3 months. 


The crude oil covering the beach is a real problem for us, as the town admin- 
istrator says, for we were expecting 60 tourists and only 13 showed up because 
they heard of the spill and the sea is the main tourist attraction here. The 
pollution makes it impossible to do anything--swimming, fishing, or engaging in 
other kind of recreation. 


Engineer Mas‘ad Muhammad Mas‘ad, director of operations for the Gulf of Suez 
Company in Shagir, said: The organization has 6 departments concerned with 
pollution. 


Dr Mustafa Sha‘rawi, director of operations and deputy chairman of the board, 
said the government is very much interested in eliminating pollution by crude 
oil. Regulations and laws are about to be issued specifically for tankers 

that come to the port of Ra's Shaqir to be loaded, clean their tanks with water, 
and then dump this water into the sea with the oil sediments remaining in the 
tanks. 


‘Adil Tahir and the chairman of the environmental commission together with the 
local administration and the oil commission came to remove the pollution along 
tne Red Sea coast from al-Ghardaqa to Ras Banas. The oil commission offered to 
pay a million pounds for the clean-up, but the Red Sea governorate rejected 
this amount because the operation will cost 12 million pounds and be handled by 
a French company that specializes in this kind of work. 


But what do the tourists here say? 


Al-Mahdi al-Bahr from Tunis says: "The amount of crude oil on the beach keeps 
increasing every day because of the winds. What happens is that the sand mixes 
with the oil, becomes heavy, and sinks under the water. When we go to bathe, 
the "pitch" covers our entire body and clothes." 


Engineer Nabil Halawa from the Sudan says: "I suffered from urticaria because 
the seawater was polluted by crude oil." 


Majdi ‘Amin Yusuf, representative of the Holy Family School in Misr al-Jadidah 
says: "Spending 3 days here on the Red Sea is like staying a whole month in 
any of our summer resorts, but unfortunately, the accident that caused the oil 
spill spoiled the air." 


Dr Hammad ‘Abdallah Hammad, a professor at the University of Hilwan, says: "We 
are first and foremost responsible for the pollution--this for a number of ob- 
vious reasons, chiefly the failure to apply international law, which every 
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civilized country in the world applies, e.g., the most important countries 
famous for tourism like Italy, Spain, and Greece, which possess very extensive 
coastlines." 


What would happen there if their beaches were threatened by such oil pollution? 
Would they leave them that way? his is the question that must be answered by 
officials of the Red Sea governorate, especially in the light of what the presi- 
dent of the republic said to the effect that the income from tourism was less 
than what was estimated and did not cover oil and sugar supports. We must 
therefore enforce international law to protect our beaches. This is one of a 
thousand steps we must take to promote tourism, Egypt's real hope of increasing 
its revenues--and not its losses--which we need very badly. 


Dr Sami Salim, the official on the oil commission responsible for protecting 
our beaches from pollution says: We are still studying the present condition 
of the Red Sea shoreline and drafting strict laws to prevent the pollution 
which damages industry, tourism, the income of the town from fish, which is 
clearly inferior, and many houses of the townspeople who depend on fishing in 
al-CGhardaga for their livelihood. 


At any rate, everything possible is now being done to remove the pollution. Oil 
minister ‘Izz al-Din Hilal will fly next Saturday and Sunday over the region to 
survey the clean-up operation on the most beautiful beach in Egypt. 


The experts say the clean-up will cost 12 million pounds and that a French 
company will begin the job with the assistance of an internationally known 
expert who has come to Egypt for this purpose. 


5214 
CSO: 5000/5024 
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MAURITANIA 


AGRHYMET PROJECT TO IMPROVE METEOROLOGICAL, HYDROLOGICAL STRUCTURES 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 3 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text] As a result of the drought that has raged in the Sahelian region since 
the beginning of the 1970's, CILSS has undertaken, with the assistance of the 
United Nations, to set up a series of priority projects, including the Agrhymet 
Program, which consists of improving agrometeorological and hydrological struc- 
tures and departments in Sahelian countries. 


This project includes: eight national projects in the seven countries of the 
Sahel and Cape Verde, a regional center in Niamey responsible for coordination 
of the program, the training of technical personnel and the processing of 
basic data on a regional scale. 


The program began in 1975 at the regional level and in 1976 in Mauritania. 
Objectives of the Agrhymet Project in Mauritania 


To improve networks of meteorological observation and hydrological stations; 

to process agrometeorological and hydrological data and distribute such data 

to users in assimilable form; to train personnel within the framework of the 
national project; to recruit candidates for the training of technical personnel 
at the Niamey regional center; to provide the country with an agrometeorologi- 
cal and hydrological structure capable of participating in development efforts; 
and to promote links between that structure and user departments. 


Completion of the program was designed to follow these phases: 1) an expansion 
phase during which national departments are to be reorganized, observation 
systems and equipment is to be installed and technical personnel trained. 

This phase is to lead to the initial level of operation and last 5 years 
.1976-1980). 2) a development phase that is to lead to the fully operational 
level (1982-1986). The year 1981 is a transition enabling certain CILSS 
countries to complete phase 1. 3) an operational phase. Although the expan- 
sion phase has already been extended by 1 year (until the end of 1981) in 
order to handle delays in certain countries, it quickly became apparent that 
it would be necessary to extend it for several more years before moving into 
the development phase. 


In Mauritania, certain activities planned for this expansion phase are not 
completed, such as the training of personnel, the installation of necessary 
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telecommunications equipment, reorganization of national departments and the 
construction of buildings. 


Financing 


The project is being carried out by the World Meteorological Organization 
(Geneva) and financed by the UNDP and donor countries within the framework of 
CLLSS. 


The first phase, 1976-1978, was financed by a regional UNDP program and 
cost 20 million ouguiyas. 


The second phase, 1978-1980, was financed by the UNDP CIP [expansion unknown] 
and totaled 16 million monetary units, in addition to training scholarships 
taken from the Agrhymet regional program. With the extension of this phase 
until July 1982, the budget totaled 38 million ouguiyas. 


Inasmuch as the project was not approved by the government until September 
1977, it was not possible to open an individual heading in the national budget 
for the project in 1976 and 1977. Its operation was therefore the responsi- 
bility of the general budget of the Hydraulics Directorate. Expenses during 
that period are put at some 1 million ouguiyas. 


A counterpart budget for 3.5 million ouguiyas was included for the first time 
in 1978 and repeated in 1979. 


This budget was to evolve in keeping with the increase in national personnel 
and the volume of project activities. 


However, no sum was included in the "investment" budget for 1981-1981 and 
1982, despite approaches made to the departments concerned. During those 
years, the Hydraulics Directorate had to use its own operating budget -- at 
the expense of its own activities -- to pay for personnel, operating and 
maintenance costs of the project. 


Completion of Project 


Despite circumstantial difficulties and the inadequacy of operating credits, 
the project has carried out the following main activities: the establishment 
of six new agrometeorological stations; the improvement of some meteorological 
stations managed by ASECNA [Agency for Air Navigation Safety in Africa and 
Madagasvar|]; the establishment of some 40 pluviometric stations; the installa- 
tion of six hydrological stations in the Senegal River region and the Gorgols; 
the establishment of an instrument maintenance laboratory; the installation of 
three radiometric (solar radiation) stations; the training of Class IV person- 
nel (hydrological observers and operators); the training of three upper-level 
technician- in agrometeorology and four in hydrology. Some technicians are 
sent for training as engineers and others have left the department. A single 
hydrology technician in now in service. Other activities include: the crea- 
tion of a section for the handling and filing of agrometeorological data; 
regular publication of pluviometric and hydrological bulletins and reports; 
the drafting «f a document proposing the establishment and organization of 
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[Map caption] Except for the region of Adrar, rainfall was lower than normal 
throughout the country. However, the deficit is relatively low because the 
relationship to the normal amount is from 80 to 90 percent in agricultural 

and grazing regions (the Hodhs, Assaba, Guidimaka and southern Trarza). Total 
rainfall exceeded 90 percent of normal rainfall at Kiffa (94 percent) and 

Rosso (97 percent). Two areas with a more marked scarcity (50 to 60 percent) 
were observed: northern Brakna, Trarza (Boutilimit, Aleg, Magta-Lahjar) and 
western Assaba. In addition, it should be noted that most rainfall came during 
the third week of July and the month of August. The month of September was 
relatively dry, except for some strong rains in the central! region (Assaba, 


Guidimaka and Gorgol). 
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national agrometeorological and hydrological departments in order to ensure 
continuation of project activities; and the proposal of a liaison structure 
between these departments and users of meteorological and hydrological data. 


means of communication, so indispensable to the timely transmis- 


sion of information, constitutes a real obstacle to the action of the Azgrhvmet 


A selution must be found as rapidly as possible. 


The establishmenc of a national organization of agrometeorology anc hydrology 
must be the main justification of such a project, especially since there are 
enough national personnel: 12 meteorologists and 4 agrometeorological engi- 
neers to head it, and since its usefulness is obvious, for it will be called 
spor to supply precious information for agriculture, livestock raising and 
meteorological coverage of the national territory. 


77 
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SYRIA 


COUNTRY'S POLLUTION PROBLEMS EXAMINED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 10 Sep 82 p 5 


[Article by ‘Ali ‘Abud: “The Pollution Problem in the Country; the Problea, 
the Dangers and the Means of Dealing With It"] 


[Text] The poliution problem is no longer confined to one government against 
another; since at least 1972 it has become an international problem. ‘That 

was the year the United Nations held a conference for the Human Environment in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Apparently, pollution is the heavy price for human 
civilization, amd the tax which the city must pay in order to achieve industrial 
progress and technological advancement. It is no exaggeration to say that the 
effects of the pollution problem will become increasingly worse, and its damgers 
intensify, as the world achieves greater population growth, along with agricul- 
tural and industrial development, and scientific achievements in various modern 
technological fields. 


In this regard, Syria is among those nations that have experienced economic 
and industrial developments on various levels, since through continuous growth 
processes it has begun to experience bit by bit, some pollution problems, and 
recently has begun to suffer from some of its serious phenomena. 


The issue that we raise, in our discussion about pollution, concentrates on 
the following questions: What is pollution? What are its sources? Can its 
dangers be stopped? How can we find ways to ensure the elimination of these 
dangers? Who are the agencies responsible for fighting pollution in the 
country? To what degree has the problem advanced at the present tim. 


Dangers of Pollution Still Unknown 


These questions that we raise were in fact motivated by serious discussions in 
the People's Council, especially since talk about pollution has been raised 

on one occasion, or another by the citizenry. We all see plants and factories, 
whether old or new, that emit gases or abandon waste products without ensuring 
that they will be taken care of by ways that will ensure no pollution, no 
matter what the kind. The media, and especially the press, has partially 
raised problems of pollution, through discussing our economic facilities, and 
in a more comprehensive way, through investigations of this problem in a plant 
or a factory. ‘The People’s Council's concems about pollution come naturally 
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ir.=z the existence of a supreme people's organization seeking information about 
and dealing with public issues, making studies and drawing up plans for the 
executive authorities to deal with these issues by objective means to ensure 
finding radical solutions for then. 


In accordance with all these considerations, a committee was formed in the 
People's Council, called the Committee on Environmental Pollution, composed of 
five members and chaired by Mr Tawfiq al-Naqri. It was formed in accordance 
with the decree of the president of the People's Council, No 124, dated 

10 August 1982. 


Conceming the goals and purposes for which this committee was formed, Mr 
al-Naqri said that the matter of pollution was critical and raised serious 
consequences. The matter was in fact present and current; however, what was 
needed still was to define the fact that we are still ignorant to some degree 
of the extent of the danger of pollution in our country. This is something 
that is currently impossible to say, as the committee chairman states, be- 
cause simply put we do not have accurate measurements to clarify the percentage 
of pollution. Is this percentage at a permissible level by intemational 
standards, less or more? 


What Are the Sources of Pollution? 


Mr Tawfiq al-Naqri's question in fact raises other questions no less important 
than that one about the degree of danger of pollution in our country, since 
pollution has to increase in the future with the increase in economic and agri- 
cultural growth, as well as technological advancement. As we pointed out in 
the preface, pollution results from the establishment of mre factories and 
industries that discharge waste products and poisonous gases. This is a matter 
referred to by the Stockholm Conference, when it affirmed that the future of 
development, or rather perhaps, the continuation of the human species, was 
surrounded by increased dangers, due to man's mistaken behavior in the environ- 
ment, which has begun to be unable to tolerate the damage to which it is 

sub jected. 


If we try to identify the sources of pollution in the country, we shall find 
that they are various and are fovnd in nearly all the provinces. This is 
r.tural. We have made rapid progress in our growth processes, especially 
during the past 10 years. Nearly every province has pollution problems that 
differ from the other provinces. In Tartus Province, there is a land and 
air pollution problem caused by the waste products of the Baniyas refinery, 
the cement facwuw ry and the ships that anchor in the port either to load or 
unload cargo. This is in addition to the problem of pollution of the Sinn 
River waters. There is a water and air pollution problem in Homs Province, 
stemming from the new factories, such as the Super Phosphate, Urea and 
Aluminum plants. In addition, there are the older industrial plants such as 
the cement and sugar factories and the refinery. In a!l-Hasakah Province, 
there is a water pollution problem in the al-Khabur River, and in Damascus 
there is an air pollution problem from the waste products of the plants 
scattered about in al-Ghuteh, apart from the problem of land pollution caused 
by sewers. 
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[tf these waste products that create the pollution problem can be found in any 


country, Uren in the view of the chairman of the anti-pollution committee, the 
basic issue is to concentrate on defining the dangers of this pollution, after 
leaming the cegree that it has reached, in order to determine scientific ways 
to put an end to these dangers, since putting am end to them completely is 
impossible. In other words, the pollution problem must be put in a logical 
tramework, must be handled to the extent in which it camnot constitu. a 
danger to the life and health of mankind. 


We asked again about the areas which could be affected by pollution, so that 
we could see to what extent they could constitute an actual danger to the 
Citizens. Mr al-Nagri said that pollution affects the earth, water and 
atmosphere. It comes from two sources, pollution by act of nature, such as 
earthquakes, volcanoes and floods, and pollution by act of man, through his 
interference with nature, such as building factories, or the population ex- 
plosion or wars. Mr al-Naqri added that pollution was a very big matter, and 
that it was no exaggeration to say that it began with the garbage can in the 
house, went through the overcrowding in the cities and ended with the largest 
industrial establishments in the country. 


it we try to talk accurately about the areas of pollution, we shall find that 
there are three main areas: 


* Explosive population growth and the increased demands for food and the other 
necessities of life, as well as adequate health conditions. 


* The scientific ad technological revolution and the environmental pollution 
it has caused, and the continuation of exhausting resources, in view of the 
enormity of this rewlution. It causes pollutants which retum to the body 
of man in the air that he breathes, the water he drinks, the food that he 
eats and the sounds that he hears. 


* Disturbing the natural balance in the environment, through man-made acts 
such as constant growth in population, exhausting resources, changes in the 
climate and encroaching desert. 


Reprocessing Accumulated Pollutants 


lt was made clear earlier that the problem of pollution is serious and requires 
all our assets and efforts to find useful solutions for this grave problen, 
which worsens day by day. Factory waste products, as stated by the chairman of 
the Environmental Pollution Committee, need to be dealt with at once. Carbon 
oxide gas is produced by most of our factories, along with phosphorus waste 
products from the super phosphate and urea factories. There are ways to get 
rid of large accumulations of these pollutants. Mr al-Naqri affirms that a 
solution has been found to this problem in the advanced nations, where they 

are reprocessed and used again in. the cinder block industry. City waste pro- 
ducts of wood and metal are also used again. A special factory is built that 
separates the wooden and metal materials, so that they can be reprocessed. 
Moreover, sewer water is collected in many countries to be treated before being 
used for agriculture or dumped into the sea. There is serious consideration 
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being given to the idea of using fresh water derived from this sewer water 
for domestic uses. Empty aluminum cans also can be made use of, by melting 
them and making new strips of aluminum from them for various purposes. 


In our country, we still suffer from pollution without finding a serious 
solution. Mostly, we bum these waste products, but even this method creates 
pollution in the cities. Therefore, it cannot be considered a se-ious and 
effective solution. Accordingly, in the committee's view, we need to 

recognize the problem of pollution, clarify its dangers and inform the 
authorities concemed of the facts of this problem, in order to push them in 
one way or another to realize the parameters of this problem and to understand 
its dangers. In this way, practical solutions may be found to rid ourselves 
of pollution through the scientific means that are being used in several fields, 
such as reprocessing as is done in advanced nations, or disposing of it by 
modem means other than by buming, since that retains it in the atmosphere 
and increases the amounts. This then increases the dangers of pollution, which 
impels us to ask the authorities responsible for combatting pollution in the 
country. Is there a single authority or many authorities? 


Lack of Anti-Pollution Gordination 


The People’s Council's anti-pollution committee has made numerous contacts so 
far with all agencies that have some connection with the issue of pollution, 
and it is still following up with those agencies, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing to gather information in order to arrive at appropriate concepts for 
this critical issue. 


The committee chairman confirmed that there is no single agency in the govem- 
ment that has overall authority to deal with pollution. Nearly every ministry 
has an agency to deal with pollution or to be more accurate, that is interested 
in dealing with this matter from various positions. In the Ministry of Re- 
construction and Pevelopment, there is a directorate to combat water pollution, 
and in the Ministry of Transport, there is a ports directorate to fight the 
pollution of sea water by ships’ waste products. The Ministry of Health has 

a preventive health directorate to combat food pollution. 


Thus we can see that there are many authorities interested in the subject of 
pollution from the aspect that concems each of them. However, the signifi- 
cant point is that these authorities work separately, since there is no coordi- 
nation whatsoever among them. This means that none of them makes use of the 
other's expertise, especially since pollution is a complicated matter and is 
directly connected with man's life. In most cases, there is mre than one 
aspect to the preblem, which certainly requires a kind of coordination, in 
order to reach satisfactory results. 


Therefore, so that the matter can be seriously and effectively handled, a 
supreme council or ministry should be formed, which could be called the Ministry 
of the Environemt, patterned after the advanced nations, concemed with 
environmental affairs and with combatting pollution. Dealing with it through 
directorates is piecemeal and limited. In order to achieve effective results, 
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there should be centralized action leading to stopping the dangers of pollution 
against man and the environment at the same time. In order to clarify the need 
to establish one centralized antipollution authority, Mr al-Naqri cited the 
example that water laboratories in Homs were wmable to reach wmified results 
throug: the equipment available to them, since contradictions occurred in the 
analysis of water and its suitability for drinking. This caused the pro- 
Vince to serd samples of this water to a foreign coummtry. The signi. -ance 

is that pollution measuring equipment available in this comtry is inaccurate, 
out of date and not compatidle with technological advances in this field. It 
is evident that the only agency that currently has equipment like this is 

the meteorological bureau. However, so far it has not made use of it. 


Modem Measuring Equipment Needed 


this issue prompted the committee chairman to raise the following question: 
Why can't we leam whether water in Homs is suitable for drinking: It is not 
enough for us to know that the drinking water is polluted by various factories 
surrounding the sources of water; we must also have available accurate 
masuring devices so that we can determine the degree of pollution, in order 
to leam ways of nullifying, stopping and rendering it harmless to the health 
and life of the citizens. 


Only by this means can we make true progress toward finding solutions to the 
pollution problea. 


This question comes to light: How can equipment like this be obtained? 


Naturally, such equipment as this for all of the agencies that we have enume- 
rated as having an interest in the matter of pwilution would be impossible, in 
view of the costs and larye financial burdens which they woudl require, The 
ideal solution, in the committee's view, would be to unify the laboratories 
that analyze water and create a centralized laboratory that would do the 
analysis on all samples required for all the provinces of the country, pro- 
vided that accurate, technical equipment and mchinery be supplied to this 
laboratory, which would be <asked with the accurate analysis of water samples. 
Instead of each ministry using various types of equipment, one agency could 
specialize in the importing and use of this equipment. 


Can the Committee Arrive at Practical Goncepts? 


We must question again the role of the People's Council, through the anti- 
pollution committee, in finding practical solutions to this worldwide problea, 
from which the country has begun to suffer, in the same way that any advance: 
country does due to continual economic and developmental progress. 


Mr al-Naqri says that the committee's concern is to discuss the subject of 
pollution, gather information pertaining t environmental pollution, clarify 
the degree of danger which it constitutes to the health of man and to the 
environment, clarify the size of the problem and to prepare all that in a 
report to be submitted to the council for debate at the beginning of the next 
legislative session, in the presence of the government, in order to mke the 
necessary recommendations for its implementation. 
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it is clear from this that the committee's job is not solely to discuss the 
matter of pollution from a technical perspective, nor to dra’ up radical solu- 
tions for it. This is a delicate tasks requiring specializea studies, espec- 
ially cince the coumtry, as the committee chairman confirmed to us, does not 
have precise measurements of the size of the pollution problem, nor the degree 
of danger, due to the lack of mdem measuring devices. The committee's job, 
therefore, is confirmed to making contacts with the committees concemed and 
Studying this probles, which has a strong connection with production and only 
a general one with man. 


However, there is no doubt of the seriousness of the problem of pollution, 

It is a gravity that concems all the advanced nations in differing degrees. 
However, the main issue is not in confirming the gravity, but lies in ascer- 
taining the degree of these dangers, because the authorities concemed are 
still ignorant of the size of the pollution problem and, according to the 
words of the committee chairman, none of these agencies have been able to 
measure the degree of atmospheric pollution over their industrial establish- 
ments. 


The recommendations, which the anti-pollution committee feels will contribute 
toward a start in dealing with this problem objectively and seriously, and 
which will be submitted in a report to the People’s Council, are: forma 
body or a ministry to take on the task of making the environment secure and 
combatting pollution, and to put an end to the wasteful use of laboratories 
and measuring devices, through its connection with a central laboratory to 
supervise all matters pertaining to analyzing samples and measuring degrees of 
pollution in all the provinces of the country. 


We must again emphasize the importance of the roie of the Committee to Combat 
Environmental Pollution and for the necessity of it succeeding in its tasks, 
especially since pollution has been described as the heir to take the place of 
famine and plagues. This confirms the degree of its danger to our human 
society. It suffices to point out ‘hat pollution has spread to all aspects 
of human life, in areas of material, psychological, health and social well- 
being. This has led to a condition described by students as an environmental 
crisis, which has caused man to live in constant anxiety and unrest. What 
increases the distress to which min is subjected is the fact that pollution 
encompasses food, atmosphere, water and soil, all those things necessary for 
human life. 


The problem is getting worse and is becoming more dangerous. We know that 
pollution in the environment will be ten times the current amount by the 
beginning of the Twenty-first Century, if the rete of population growth, 
industrialization and technological develpmmt continue on the current levels. 
If the pollution problem has not yet reached this degree of danger in our 
country, this does not mean that it is reducing itself or can be ignored. 
Accordingly, it is the role of the anti-pollution committee to put its 
recommendations about pollution before the authoritics concemed, so that they 
can deal with ways to ensure that it does not get out of hand and tur into an 
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incurable crisis. Im fact, this crisis can be corrected by many steps which 
have already been taken by several advanced nations. Pollution activities 
can be reduced by new means and new sources, by putting technology to work to 
combat pollution, and to conduct serious tests to reprocess pollutants. We 
could cite numerous examples of that in the fight against pollution, such as 
creating non-polluting means of transportation, such as electricity and solar 
energy, the use of non-polluting chemicals in the production of insecticides, 
which are of no danger to man and will not pollute the environment, and to 
tur garbage into fuel. 
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CAPE VERDE 


REFORESTATION GOALS FOR 1982 FULFILLED 
Praia VOZ DI POVO in Portuguese 13 Sep 82 p 2 


[Excerpt] The 1982 Reforestation Campaign, promoted by the Ministry of Rural 
Development Forestation Services, began with the first and heaviest rainfall 
recorded during the final days of last month. According to data received from 
the head of the civil-culture division of that ministry, Comrade Pedro Monteiro, 
the campaign has already practically completed the planting of the 1.5 million 
trees anticipated for this year. 


The campaign was carried out in the best possible manner, with the assistance 
of the extensive, organized and disciplined cooperation of public entities, 
public and private organizations, and the outstanding participation of the 
FARP, the party's armed branch at the service of our people, which reportedly 
planted 25,292 trees. 


The planting of the lowest and most arid areas is almost completed because of 
the lack of rain in these areas and also because the plants in most of the 
nurseries have already been prepared for this purpose. However, the work 

is still going on in the higher and cooler areas by using the few plants which 
are still left in some nurseries. 


This year, the campaign considerably improved the organizational aspect of the 
various participating organizations, with emphasis on the discipline which the 
traditional participants in the forestation campaign displayed during this 
struggle to combat the desertification of our country. Men, women and young 
people joined hands to make the arid country called "verde" truly green. 


8870 
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DJIBOUTI 


NATION FAILS TO PROTECT TREES 
Djibouti LA NATION DE DJIBOUTI in French 9 Sep 82 p 4 


[Text] Trees, essential components of the human environ- 
ment, are poorly protected in Djibouti. 


Trees have traditionally provided for some of the basic needs of the lives of 
hundreds of millions of the poor of the world. If the conditions for their 
planting and cultivation are met, these large bushy plants supply provender, 
nutriments and fuel at the same time, provide shelter, break the force of the 
winds and have all the advantages of self-protection. Their roots help to 
deepen and improve the soil, their shade allows for the establishment of a 
microclimate effect, and finally they extend to plants less blessed by nature 
part of the protection which they themselves enjoy. 


The world has been slow to wake up to the fact that this essential component 
of the human environment is in the process of rapidly disappearing, above all 
in Third World countries. It has *aken the ravages of the drought in the 
Sahel and other disasters for public attention to be drawn to the measure in 
which the large plants have diminished and to the sometimes incalculable 
consequences that they have brought about. 


Unfortunately our country has not been spared, far from it, and one has only 
to look around to be convinced of the fact: 


--Women tear out the main branches of a mesquite. These prunings are done 
with such severity that it is not unusual to see the tree stripped, white, 
with an open wound that can cause death. 


--Doompalm stands threatened with extinction by the exploitation of their 
sap, used to make an alcohol highly prized by som. 


--Shrubs that have become stunted or shaped like a parasol, indicating 
extreme overgrazing. 


As far as Omamental trees are concemed, the record is rather negative, in- 
sofar as trees are pulled out more frequently than they are planted. ‘Thus 
the existing total number of trees tends to diminish rather than to grow. 
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in view of the gravity of the situation, the govemment is undertaking an 
extensive progitam of tree planting. 


Numerous measures have already been taken. 


--The adoption of law No. 243 of 20 April 1982 regulating the felling of 
green timber in the Republic of Djibouti. 


--The observance each year of a national day for tree planting. 
--The planting of trees in line along the Ambouli beltway. 

Other programs, by no means minor ones, are being developed: 

--The project for the protection and development of the Day forest. 


--The project for soil conservation (the establishment of antierosion banks, 
fixation of drifting sands ...). 


--The project for the planting of forage shrubs and woods over a 30-hectare 
area. 


But these different measures will only be crowned with success if the entire 
population participates in then. 
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NINE-YEAR DROUGHT CYCLE PREDICTED 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 6 Oct 82 p 3 


{Editorial} 


{Text ] 


The raging fires besides it is ex- 
tremely difficult to prescribe solu- 
tions to other problems that beset 
particularly blacks. There is a grave 


housing shortage. so to say these 
shacks are a hazard is to forget the 


crime seems to be increasing with 
the nearing of the festive season. 
Part of this escalation is due to infla- 
tion and rising cost of living. 


There are fears in places like So- 
weto that this will be the long hot 
summer with crime shooting 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


through the roof because of the hun- 
dreds of men who can be seen hang- 
ing idly around the streets. 
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does not seem to show signs of easing 


number of Transvaal magisterial 
“drought stricken”. 


gives credence to the adage that it 
never rains but pours, a most unfor- 
tunate pun under these circum- 
stances. 

Under these dreadful circum- 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


TVL DROUCHT TIGHTENS GRIP--THE drought in some parts of the Transvaal has 
reached such serious proportions that farmers have not even begun to plough, 
let alone plant for their next mealie crop. Farmers in the Hendrina area be- 
lieve this is one of the worst years they have ever had. They have postponed 
their ploughing because the ground is too dry and anyway it would not be much 
good to plant in the dry soil. The bean harvest is a little better than last 
year's however, while the sunflower crop is about the same. Grazing land is 
parched and veld fires have made the situation more serious. Farmers are hop- 
ing desperately that it will rain this week, otherwise their time for planting 
will be drastically shortened. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 

5 Oct 82 p 10] 


UMZINTO RIVER COMPLETELY DRY--MORE municipalities and town boards in Natal 
have been obliged to enforce water restrictions because there is no sign of 

a let-up in the drought in the province. A spokesman for the Umzinto regional 
water board announced yesterday that a ban on sprinklers and hosepipes was to 
come into immediate effect at Scottburgh South, Park Rynie, Pennington and at 
Umzinto. He said that the water in the Umzinto River had dried up completely 
and that all local municipalities were now drawing their water from the E J 
Smith Dam. The board had assessed that, unless rain fell shortly, there was 
only enough water in the dam at present to supply needs for 40 days. He said 
that the ban on sprinklers and hosepipes would remain in force until further 
notice. At the beginning of this month the town board of Scottburgh also en- 
forced water restrictions. Two town boards on the Natal north coast, Ballito- 
ville and Umhlali, also said yesterday that the use of sprinklers and hosepipes 
would be prohibited until further notice. Earlier this week water restrictions 
were imposed at Kwambononbi in Zululand and at Mtubatuba. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 13] 


DROUGHT RELIEF IN NATAL--DURBAN--The Utrecht district in Northern Natal has 
become the first area in the province to apply for drought relief. According 
to farmers in the area the situation is critical and unless heavy rains fall 
shortly, they could face disaster. The Agricultural Extension Officer at 
Cedara, Mr Faan Joubert, said yesterday that farmers in the district had ap- 
plied for a 75 percent rebate on cattle feed to help them through the drought. 
He said general subsidies had also been applied for. The drought situation is 
so critical in Kwabonombi, Zululand, that the local health committee has 
placed a total ban on the use of hosepipes and sprinklers. A health committee 
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spokesman said there was no alternative because the drought in the area had 
prevailed for so long. He said most residents were using their bath water 
to sustain their parched gardens. Other areas in Zululand are about to en- 
force water restrictions and several health committees have already enforced 
water clamp down. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Oct 82 p 10] 





RAIN IN NATAL--Durban--Parts of the Natal South Coast were lashed by a 
violent thunderstorm accompanied by hail early yesterday. Heavy rain was 
also recorded in the Natal Inland and this has gone a long way in breaking 
the crippling drought in the province. The heaviest rainfall was recorded 
at Port Shepstone where 27 mm fell. The rain was accompanied by hail. 
Further down the coast 22 mm were recorded at St Michael-s-on-Sea, On 

the Natal North Coast 12 mm of rain fell at Ballitoville while Chaka's 

Rock recorded 11 mm, In Northern Natal where rain is badly needed, 20 om 
fell in the Utrecht district, bringing the total for this week to 40 m, 
The local Farmers’ Association has already applied to the Department of 
Agriculture for drought relief. At Dannhauser, 15 mm was recorded. At 
Kokstad in East Griqualand, a total rainfall of 16 mm was measured. 

Durban had five milimetres. Spokesmen for the various agricultural bodies 
in the province say that the rain this week has partially broken the drought 
but they are still concerned about areas of KwaZulu where little or no rain 
has fallen. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 15 Oct 82 p 13] 


FAMILIES WITHOUT WATER--About 400 families in Phenduka Section, Thokoza, 
near Alberton, have been without water for the past four weeks and there 
are fears that residents will be without water for even a longer period, 
This was confirmed this week by Mr L.G. Mamabolo, chairman of the Thokoza 
Community Council, who added that for the next twelve to eighteen months 
there is nothing his council can do to solve the residents problems because 
of lack of funds. Residents in the area told The Sowetan that for the past 
four weeks they have been experiencing a water shortage and that they have 
to walk about a kilometre to get water from nearby Katlehong township. 

The residents said as a result of the water shortage they could not use 
their toilets and had to use the veld, risking thugs at night. At times 

it is difficult to get water from Katlehong as residents there sometimes 
refuse to give help claiming that at the end of the month they have to 

pay high water bills. Mr Mamabolo said the council and the East Rand 
Administration Board were aware of the situation but for the council to 
solve the problem it had to raise about R4 million which they hoped to 
achieve by the end of next year. Mr Mamabolo said that the only water 
reservoir in the township could not cope with the water demands of all 

the residents in the area, He added that for the past three years the 
population had increased drastically and to cope up with residents’ demands 
the council has to build another water reservoir, [Text] [Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English 14 Oct 82 p 3] 
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PROUCHT HITS HOMEOWNERS--DURBAN--The severe drought in Natal, which has al- 
ready crippled many farmers, is now having an effect on the average household- 
er in the province. The Pietermaritzburg town council decided yesterday to 
impose water restriction because of the low level of the Midmar Dam. Final 
details of the water restrictions have still to be worked out but it is almost 
certain that a ban on the use of hosepipes and sprinklers will be enforced un- 
til further notice. The situation is being closely watched in Durban, accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the City Engineer's Department. He said that unless 
rain-—-"“heavy, good rain"--fell shortly it was almost a certainty water restric- 
tions would come into force. On the Natal south coast, water restrictions are 
already in force at Scottburgh, Umzinto, Pennington and Sezela. On the north 
coast a complete ban on the use of sprinklers and hosepipes has come into af- 
fect at Umhali and Ballitoville. In Zululand water restrictions are in force 
at Mtutatuba and Kwambonombi. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 

8 Oct 82 p 14} 


cso: 5000/14 
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ZIMBABWE 


MEETINGS OF SECOND CONSERVATION CONGRESS REPORTED 
Committees Proposed 
Harare THE HERALD in English 29 Sep 82 p 5 


[Text] THE success of rural projects hinges on persuading development agencies 
involved to work together, the chairman of the Natural Resources Board, Mr 
Lance Smith, said yesterday. 


He told delegates to the three-day second national conservation congress in 
Harare that it appeared the agencies did not always operate as a team and 
plans were not always implemented. 


“Procedures designed to protect natural resources are sometimes ignored, giv- 
ing rise to the real fear that in a very short time some of the development 
could result in destruction,” said Mr Smith. 


"The board would like to formally propose that--say twice a year--senior policy 
and decision-making representatives of the various agencies concerned with 
rural development meet to ensure that development is carried out in unison.” 


Conservation committees now operated in district council areas. 


The country would benefit if conservation committees were set up in resettle- 
ment areas, which now had none. 


The cost would be minimal compared with the expense of repairing serious con- 
servation damage in the settlements. 


"It is a short-sighted policy not to provide this service, and I appeal to 
those concerned to take action to rectify the omission as a matter of urgency. 


Because of the silting crisis, the board had, over the past two years, recom- 
mended that construction of three proposed dams be suspended until conserva- 
tion measures had been effected in catchment areas. 


It had been reported from Masvingo province that silting was threatening 
Bangala Dam, Esquilingwe Weir, Manjerenji Dam and Siya Dan. 
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In January the board had recieved an authoritative report estimating that 
more than 96 million tonnes of .soil was washed from communal lands into the 


Sabi River each year. 


At that rate it would take about nine years to make a total of 629 000 ha 
in the area unproductive land. 


“The problem should be tackled now to avert a national disaster," Mr Smith 
said. ; 


Soil erosion would eventually affect irrigation schemes and food production, 
exposing Zimbabwe to “pressures from hostile food surplus countries". 


Dams were silting up at an unacceptable rate in Matabeleland, the Midlands, 
Manicaland and Mashonaland. 


The problem, Mr Smith suggested, had to be tackled simultaneously from many 
directions in a co-ordinated effort. 


“There is need to provide sufficient staff to lay out conservation works and 
give advice on the management of the natural resources," he said. 


“There also needs to be a massive planning exercise based on areas, districts 
and regions and finally the whole country." 


The final report on provision of energy from the proposed Zambezi River hydro- 
electric schemes would scon be ready for ministerial consideration. 


On the much-talked-about DDT use, Mr Smith said: "The British government has 
agreed to sponsor a six-month project to determine the distribution of DDT 
residues in the Sebungwe and Gokwe spray areas and downstream rivers flowing 
tino Lake Kariba. 


“One or two scientists will be arriving from the United Kingdom to start the 
project next month. 


“There is a chance that a further survey will be made to determine the bio- 
logical effects of DDT in the Lake Kariba catchment area. 


"A decision on this matter could be made next year." 


He hoped efforts would be intensified to plant more trees during this year's 
National Tree Day and that the trend would gain momentum in future. 


The congress continues today and tomorrow with a symposium entitled "Soil and 
Water 2000". 


Peasants Warned of Desert Danger 
THE Mayor of Harare, Dr Tizirai Gwata, yesterday warned communal farmers that 


unless they took strong steps to stop the continual cutting of trees, their 
farmlands would turn into deserts. 
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Speaking at the start of the three-day Natural Resources Board congress, the 
major said he was impressed by the fact that, for the first time, communal 
farmers were represented, describing this as a step in the right direction. 


“This congress is of such importance in the history of Zimbabwe, because, for 
the first time, there are representatives from the communal areas where + 
large proportion of our people live. 


“Representation from communal lands is vital if the country is to come to 
grips with the many and varied problems which affect the natural resouyces 
in their sphere as in others." 


It was vital that the congress informed the representatives from the communal 
lands of all the problems facing the country, Dr Gwata said. 


For many years the communal areas had been neglected, leaving some areas 
barren, due to the indiscriminate cutting down of trees. 


“The natural resources of Zimbabwe sre a heritage which we must preserve at 

all costs for our future generations," he said. "My aldermen and councillors 
are fully conscious of this need and are endeavouring to foster this conscious- 
ness among all the people of Harare.” 


The Government, he said, had given directives on the tree planting campaign 
to be run jointly with the city council and other interested groups on 
December 5--the national Tree Planting Day. 


“Harare City Council had made it a point chat as many trees as possible were 
planted on that day throughtout the city and surrounding areas." 


Food Essential 
Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p 9 


[Text] THE success of the three-year Transitional Development Plan hinges on 
agricultural development, the Secretary for Agriculture, Cde Robbie Mupawese, 
told the Natural Resources Board's symposium on “Soil and Water in the year 
2000". 


In a paper on conservation and land resources, Cde Mupawose said: "It is evi- 
dent if Zimbabwe is to develop as envisaged in Growth with Equity and also in 
the coming three-year Transitional Development Plan, the agricultural industry 
must develop to a large extent." 


The galloping population growth was being complemented with increased buying 
power, needing increased and improved products. 


But it was questionable whether steps were being taken to ensure that people, 


either on the land or associated with agriculture, were doing their best to 
ensure that Zimbabwe would be self-sufficient in food in the next decade. 
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“Unless serious cognisance is given to food production and conservation of 
land resources in this decade, we could face a serious situation by the year 
2000." 


The time was ripe to encourage farmers to grow only crops suited to the eco- 
logical regions they lived in and to move away from growing a crop for the 
sake of having it in the face of adverse <onditions. 


To emphasise the importance of mechanical conservation measures, Agritex in- 
tended to deploy peggers to all district intensive conservation areas to 
ensure the layout of fields was correct. 


The problems of communal livestock were aggravated by the absence of pasture 
and grazing management; the situation could be improved by destocking. 


"it is probably necessary that we declare war on unmanaged grazing. The 
state of grazing, to say the least, is pathetic. The numbers of livestock 
carried on some commercial farms, while not causing erosion, are a gross mis- 
use of land.” 


The use of legumes plus rotational grazing should be regarded as weapons for 
retaining food self-sufficiency. Irrigation schemes could also be expanded. 


Siltation of rivers and dams was the curse posing the biggest threat to agri- 
cultura! programmes. "We must be aware of the danger that we are inflicting 
on ourselves," said Cde Mupawose. “Bot: the farmer and policy-makers must be 
educated in the importance of good conservation." 


Cde Mupawose's speech was read on his behalf by the assistant Agritex director 
(fields), Cde Peter Pswarayi. 


--The ability of the communal areas to absorb more people could hang in 
the balance unless new rural management techniques are ushered in, the general 
manager of the Agricultural and Rural Development Authority, Dr Liberty 
Mhlianga, told the symposium. 


Failure to make significant changes in management techniques in use today 
could plunge the country into a disaster, he said in his paper on development 
without destruction in peasant agriculture. 


Communal areas could not continue to take in any more people and livestock 
unless something drastic was done to reverse the trend of deterioriation. 





Communal farmers could accept the need to destock and work on smaller holdings, 


from which they can get maximum productivity, provided they were assured of 
security during droughts. 


--Prevailing circumstances and congestion did not allow communal farmers 
who had been practising conservation for decades to do so any more, Professor 
Gordon Chavunduka told the symposiun. 








Wasted Water Will Limit Progress 


WATER will eventually be the limiting factor to Zimbabwe's development, the 
Secretary for Water Resources and Development, Mr Peter Grizic, said yesterday. 


Presenting his paper on “Water, the Limiting Factor", at the Natural Resources 
Board congress, Mr Grizic said it was of paramount importance that con .vation 
of this vital resource be planned now to ensure optimum development. 


It had been estimated that the «anual run-off from rivers in Zimbabwe was 
20 000 million m2 and this represented almost 7,5 percent of the mean annual 
run-off. 


“The only way we can use it effectively is to store it in dams from which it 
can be drawn for irrigation purposes during dry spells. For practical pur- 
poses at least 8 000 million m3, representing 3 percent of the mean annual 
rainfall, can be harnessed.” 


Zimbabwe was using about 1 500 million m3 of water a year, of which 88 percent 
went to the agricuitural sector. 


“Past trends in the increase in water consumption and population growth indi- 
cate that we could use up to 50 percent of our available internal water re- 
sources by the turn of the century,” he said. 


"The overall per capita usage of water in Zimbabwe amounts to approximately 
600 litres a day, and this is a reasonable figure for our stage of development.” 


The success of any Government development plans lay squarely on the attitude 
adopted by the farmers. 


"Zimbabwe Can Lead in Wise Use of Resources’ 


THE increasingly important role Zimbabwe is now playing in furthering inter- 
national co-operation on conservation matters was yesterday acknowledged by 
the chairman of the International Energy Development Corporation, Dr Maurice 
Strong. 


The Canadian conservation expert with 23 honorary degrees said in his keynote 
address on the second day of the three-day national conservation congress of 
the Natural Resources Board that it had always been recognised that Zimbabwe 
had a very special and important place in the world conservation community. 


"This congress testifies to the constructive way in which Zimbabwe has now 
assumed that place,” said Dr Strong, who flew into Harare on Tuesday evening. 


"Zimbabwe is important in the conservation world, not only because of the rare 
endowment of natural resources with which your country is blessed, but for the 
unique opportunity you now have in setting an example of how these resources 
can be wisely and effectively used in meeting the development aspirations of 
all Zimbabweans.” 
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The people of Zimbabwe had shown great determination, stamina and resource- 
fulness in their long struggle for freedom. 


The struggle Zimbabwe now faced--that of ensuring that the resources of “this 
dynamic nation" were developed in a way that would best meet the needs and 
aspirations of its people-—-would require the same qualities." 


Dr Strong who flew out yesterday, also said the congress, with its focus on 
soil and water had provided evidence of the degree to which the country recog- 
nised that resources were the key to the future. 


"And you recognise, too, that conservation must be the ally of development." 
Congress Ends 
Harare THE HERALD in English 1 Oct 82 p ll 


[Text] IT is everyone's duty to promote the dignity of labour and the status 
of food producers, the Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism, Cde Victoria 
Chitepo, said yesterday. 


Addressing delegates at the end of a three-day second national conservation 
congress in Harare, Cde Chitepo said the destiny of Zimbabwe and Africa could 
be influenced by the courageous manner in which farmers prosecuted the strug- 
gle for increased food productivity. 


Overwhelming support ought to be given to the struggle against hunger and 
malnutrition in Africa and other parts of the globe facing such problems. 


Children should be taught to contribute with their hands as well as thier 
minds. 


"Food is the key to freedom," said Cde Chitepo. "Freedom and agricultural 
production is our first line of territorial defence. 


"Our negl2ct of the soil and water today will deny that freedom to our chil- 
dren's children in the years to come. 


Stream bank cultivation, which had been reported in various provinces, "sadly 
appears to be on the increase." Steps would be taken to ensure that the cul- 
tivation of river banks remained within acceptable limits. 


"Women must be involved in the formulation of programmes concerning food pro- 
duction, its distribution and nutrition, with emphasis encompassing primary 
health care," said Cde Chitepo. 


"Since women are the ones who mostly appreciate the irreversible effects of 
mulnutrition, they should be on vigilance committees at all levels to check 
malpractices in food distribution and marketing systems." 


Delegates told the minister of their deep concern arising from squatters, ban- 
dits, land misuse, plus the NRB's “lack of teeth" to carry out its functions 


effectively. 
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During debate on specific issues laid down by delegates for general discussion, 
the NRB retiring chairman, Mr Lance Smith, said: “If we are going to save this 
country we have got to save the soil. Let us get that message to the Govern- 
ment, on the understanding that in the political world there are tremendous 
problems to be overcome." 


The Secretary for Natural Resources and Tourism, Dr Dexter Chavunduka, ~ iid 
the ministry was trying to find place for the 12 000 people illegally occupy- 
ing areas under its control. 


Poaching 


He said poaching in game parks was rife, particularly in the western parts of 
the country. 


The director of Agritex, Mr John Hayward, replying to complaints that exten- 
sion workers were getting thin on the ground, said most of the available staff 
were being deployed in resettlement and commercial sectors. 


Commercial farmers, because of their level of sophistication, had to find 
alternative means of helping themselves, though the Govermnent would not for- 
get them completely. 


"We have settled 30 000 families on 1,4 million ha, but Government wants 
54 000 families resettled a year for the next three years." 


To accomplish the exercise, 500 more extension workers were needed at grass- 
roots and more than 100 officer posts should be created. 


The president of the Zimbabwe National Farmers’ Union, Cde Gary Magadzire, who 
was attending in his capacity as an NRB member, said it was refreshing to note 
that the Government had realised the importance of taking master farmers on to 
resettlement schemes. 


He called on Agritex to make a concerted effort to train more communal farmers 
to become master farmers so that when they go to resettlement schemes the prob- 
lem of underproduction would be averted. 


In reply, Agritex's assistant director (fields), Cde Peter Pswarayi, said: 
"There are already more than enough trained master farmers to take over all 
resettlement schemes if necessary." 


He argued that for the NRB to be effective, established conservation committees, 
particularly in commercial areas bordering rural areas, should involve commural 
farmers in their deliberations. 


"There should be more communication between farmers and communal people," he 
said. 


An observer from Vuti, Karoi, slammed the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Management for failing to keep a check on dangerous game in their 
care. 
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He said that in the last two months, six lions--which he termed “real squat- 
ters"--left a game reserve and killed 12 livestock in Vuti. 


“People looking after these squatters should come and remow: them,” he said. 
Thanking the NRB for inviting him co attend the congress, Cde Dipholo K. P. 
Dipholo, secretary of Botswana's Agricultural Resources Bourd, said certain 
border issues could be tackled jointly by the two governmerits. 

He said there was a strong feeling in his country that ideas should be shared 


on the problem of countering poaching on the border as we).1 as the problem of 
border fires. 


cso: 5000/11 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


SEARCH FOR WATER--THE Government plans to sink at least 55 new boreholes in 
Mashonaland Central province during this financial year, the Deputy Minister 
of Water Resources and Development, Cde Joseph Kaparadza, said yesterday. Cde 
Kaparadzs told a meeting of district council chairmen, district administrators 
and senior local government officials from the province that his ministry 
would sink 46 new boreholes in the Guruve and Mazarambani district council 
areas. The other nine would be sunk in other districts. "Due to the drought 
in certain parts of the country my ministry has a backlog of boreholes to be 
rehabilitated and drilled. I would advise that all the 11 drilling rigs in 
Mashonaland are busy rehabilitating, cleaning and sinking new boreholes. 
Rushinga has two; Pfura two, and an air-drilling rig will be used in the 
Guruve and Mazarambani districts," he said. Tests for water resources to sup- 
ply piped water to 463 rural service and district centres were under way. The 
schemes, funded by the African Development Bank, would be constructed by the 
District Development Fund. “As part of the Government's declared policy, 
priority was being given to the development of suitable water supplies in the 
communal areas." Meanwhile, the ministry was working on a programme to supply 
clean water to a number of villages in the province. Water would be supplied 
to “a concentration of villages" with a high population density. [Text] [Harare 
THE HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p 1] 


cso: 5000/11 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 





BRIEFS 


MINES CAUSE SALTY WATER--The Alsace Potassium Mines (MDPA) are responsible 
for an average of 17 percent of the salinity of the water used by truck 
farmers in the western Netherlands (Westland), according to the conclusions 

of three scientific experts appointed by the Rotterdam Court. These indepen- 
dent experts were named to handle the suit which three Dutch truck farmers, 
victims of pollution of the Rhine, have brought against the MDPA since 1974. 
The experts presented their report to the Rotterdam Court, which in April 
1980 entrusted them with the task of determining to what extent the salinity 
of the underground water in the Westland region came from the infiltration 

of sea water, the Rhine in general or only the MDPA. They were also to deter- 
mine the amount of the damage caused. The losses suffered by Westland farmers 
are put at 45 million florins (115 million French francs) a year, but, the 
report adds, during dry years such as 1976, damage to the market gardeners 

is much greater. The Rotterdam Court’ will now have to decide whether the 
MDPA is committing an illegal act in dumping 6 million tons of salt into the 
Rhine a year. [Text] [Paris LES ECHOS in French 7 Sep 82 p 8] 11,464 


CSO: 5000/2502 
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FINLAND 


AIR POLLUTION BLAMED FOR DESTRUCTION OF FOREST ACREAGE 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 25 Aug 82 p 13 


{Article: “Air Pollution Researchers at Oulu: Pollution Responsible for 
Destruction of 20,000 Hectares of Forest in Finland") 


[Text] Air pollutants, consisting mainly of sulfur, have already destroyed 
20,000 hectares of forest in Finland. According to best estimates, the retar- 
dation in the growth rate of forest trees accounts for an annual loss of 
120,000 cubic meters of wood. The growth losses to date exceed a million 
cubic meters. Dr. Satu Huttunen of the botanical establishment at the Uni- 
versity of Oulu predicts that this amount will double by the middle of the 
present decade. 


De Huttunen is in charge of arrangements at an international seminar studying 
the effects of international air pollutants that opened in Oulu on 24 August. 
Subjects to be discussed at the meeting include the effectsof acid rain on 
forests, the pollutant tolerances of forest trees, and the establishing of 
international criteria for air quality. Over one hundred experts from various 
parts of the world are attending the meeting. 


According to Huttunen, adequate information already exists for the establishing 
of emission norms for industry and energy production. "Political will is still 
lacking, however, and quite frequently there still prevails the attitude of 

‘go look in Central Europe.'" Huttunen says that in many respects the situation 
has improved in the industrial centers of Central Europe, while in Finland 

the progress has been in a less desireable direction. 


Problems Still Remain Local 


In Finland the air pollution problems are of a very local nature. The worst 
instances in Huttunen's view from the standpoint of the forests and other 
vegetation are the direct, sporadic discharges of pollutants. Evidence of 
those are evident ir northern Finland, particularly at Oulu and Kemi. Quite 
large discharges whose effect can be noted in the natural surroundings have 
been measured even in summer 1982 at Oulu. 
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According to a study recently completed at Oulu University botanical establish- 
ment, much mercury and cadmium have also been found in the mushrooms at the 
Oulu center. Nearly one third of the fancy grade of mushrooms exceeded the 
levels recommended as edible by the Foodstuffs Administration. The largest 
mercury content analyses exceeded the recommended level eight-fold. The 

study indicates that the mushrooms at Oulu contain the same amounts of the 
heavy metals as those at Helsinki. 


Southern Finland has a problem also with sulfurous rainfall originating in 
Central Europe. According to an acidity study conducted during summer 1982 
in Uudenmaanlaani, one half of the atmospheric sulfur in that province origi- 
nates outside of Finland. 


In addition to the effects on forest growth, the acid rain has an effect on 
bodies of water and on the living organisms that they sustain. It is estimated 
that there are over one thousand lakes in Finland in which the process of 
acidification has already begun. In due time the acidity in a lake will 

kill all living things in it. 


Regulations Lacking 


The largest amount of air-polluting substances are produced in the forest 
industry and in the production of energy. Regulations as to the allowable 
amount of each pollutant that may be discharged into the atmosphere do not 
exist. The researchers consider the regulating of sulfur-bearing discharges 
to be the most urgent. Next in line are the oxides of nitrogen followed by 
lead. 


According to Chief Olli Ojala of the Interior Ministry's Environmental Pro- 
tection Division, Finland has health-concern recommendations that are based 
mainly only on the results of animal experiments. However, plants are much 
more sensitive to air pollution. 


Ojala feels that the most important way of preventing air pollution is by the 
establishing of norms for industrial emissions. 


The first air quality law in Finland will go into effect on 1 October 1982. 
Huttunen feels that the carrying out of the law depends to a great extent on 
the types of regulations concerning industrial emissions the law is to contain. 
The researchers find little hope for improvement in regard to stringency of 
the regulations. 





Combined Effects Yet Unknown 


"Air pollution involves the question of the combined effects of many substances. 
The problem is that we usually know the effect of only one substance under 
specific conditions," says lecturer Edwin Donaubauver of the University of 
Vienna. 
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The effects of the pollutants can vary quite greatly in different countries. 
For instance, the forests in Finland are very sensitive to pollutants. The 
differing problems and the different effects of the pollutants make difficult 
the drafting of international agreements concerning the maximum limts of 
pollutants. 


Donnaubauer feels that good results have already been attained by means of 
limitations in Central Europe. Irreversible errors have been committed, how- 
ever. 


Researchers in Central Europe are concerned about the disappearance of certain 
species of pine and spruce. 


5955 
CSO: 5000/2158 
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FRANCE 


REFORM URGED FOR PROCESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDIES 
Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Sep 82 p 27 
[Article by Marc Ambroise-Rendu] 


[Text] In the course of recent weeks, administrative courts have revoked 
authorizations granted for equipment projects because of the “lack of any ade- 
quate impact study." Attention has thus been drawn to this relatively recent 
procedure, still little known to the public and, if one is to believe the 
judges, poorly utilized by developers. And yet, it has been in force for 

four and a half years. During regional environmental surveys, the ineffective- 
ness of impact studies was constantly stressed. Several experts have proposed 
their reform. 


It was the nature protection law, unanimously passed in 1976, that introduced 
a practice conceived in the United States a few years previously into France. 
It is an ingenious idea. In order to force promoters and developers to pre- 
serve the environment, they must attach an impact study to their project. The 
study is a document describing the original condition of the site, modifica- 
tions made by the development, variations proposed and measures aimed at 
attenuating any foreseeable negative effects. 


These documents are theoretically submitted to fourfold control: public 
opinion at the time of the survey; that of the agencies involved; the control 
of the Ministry of the Environment, which can seize the dossier; and that of 
the courts before which the impact studies can be contested. As then Minister 
of Environment Michel d‘Ornano said in 1977, the completion of impact studies 
was equivalent to “a peaceful revolution.” Members of Parliament, authorities 
and association officials thought that henceforth, the requirements of the 
environment would be imposed on all development decisions, even to the point 
of causing some to be abandoned. 


Today, however, it is time to open our eyes. The promised revolution has been 
so “peaceful” that it has gone unnoticed. One would have difficulty citing a 
single proposed plant, highway, reallocation of land, electric lines or 
subdivision given up after a contradictory examination because it was “too 
destructive of the environment." 


That is true, but the requirement of the preliminary impact study discourages 
“ecologically unsound" projects ahead of time. The procedure happens first, 
by dissuasion and its effects are consequently invisible. 





The argument is net without interest, but it will not deceive those with a 
good memory and who have long followed major private and public projects: 
Winter resorts, electric lines, power plants, port for pleasure boats, dams 
and canals can all be postponed, moved or modified, but none has been given 
up for good. The “touched up" dossiers, as they are called in government, 
remain in a drawer somewhere and emerge sooner or later, like worms out of a 
can. 


One More Formality 


Where is the rub? Certainly not in the number of studies? Developers and 
promoters present some 4,000 a year. More impact studies have been completed 
in France in four and a half years than in the United States in twelve years. 
Since 1978, the date when they truly began to be applied, the field of action 
has been expanded. Quarries extending over 5 hectares, projects affecting 
humid areas, the new ski resorts and most ZAC's (concerted development areas) 
have been subjected to impact studies. 


Actually, impact studies have become just one more formality, an additional 
opportunity to produce paperwork. All of France's engineers, developers and 
promoters have been ingenious in handling a requirement that initially terri- 
fied them. They bent over backwards to prevent passage of the law in 1976, 
then tried for 18 months to prevent publication of the orders of application. 
Since that time, “they have lived with it,” as they say, and have observed 
that the new requirement is nothing but a paper tiger. 


First of all, the impact studies are often reduced to practically nothing 
because there is little knowledge of the natural environment. One might have 
expected for university ecologists to be mobilized, for a corps of experts 

to be organized. But in fact, both private and public consulting firms, 

those working for manufacturers, equipment and agriculture, but also the 
departments of the highway companies, the EDF [French Electric (Power) Company] 
and the AEC [Acomic Energy Commission], the planners and architects: All 

have started to turn out ecology like Jourdain turned out prose. The French 
Association of Ecological Engineers has major difficulties assembling 120 pro- 
fessionals. 


The result is the poverty of the documents presented, particularly those ac- 
companying proposed subdivisions, clearings, the allocation of land and the 
establishment of industrial stock farme. On the other hand, as a result of 
being constantly badgered, the builders of highways, chemical plants and 
electric power plants are beginning to put out decent projects. 


But they must still be examined, judged and inspected. The public and organ- 
izations have access to impact studies only at the time of public inquiries, 
the unpublicized nature of which is well-known. They are so “discreet,” in 
fact, that the prime minister himself felt the need recently to reform their 
planning (see LE MONDE, 9 July and 19 August). Furthermore, the average 
mortal has no way of evaluating how scientific the statements contained in the 
plans are. That is why even the “hardline” ecologists have, for the most part, 
given up using the weapon of the impact studies. They do not even think about 
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isking the minister of the environment to seize the plans for a project. Only 
about 20 organizations or private parties use this right every year. 


Ihe government administration authorizing the completion of developments thus 
remains the sole judge and one has difficulty seeing how a departmental offi- 
cial responsible for transportation, city planning, agriculture or industry 
would reject an impact study concocted by his very ow offices. For y .«s, 
regional environmental representatives were not even informed about such 
dossiers. Even today, for lack of personnel, they cannot examine all of then. 
As tor the 25 experts at the central environmental agency in Paris, they over- 
see some 20 major projects a year, no more. 


There remain appeals to administrative courts. Because of the lack of opposing 
surveys, the latter generally evaluate only the regularity of the procedure 

and not the scientific validity of the study. One statistic drawn up for 

1978 and 1979! shows only 43 cases. Two resulted in cancellation of projects, 
one to a temporary suspension and five to a postponement of execution. Even 

in this case, the courts are so slow that the project was either finished or 
too far ahead for the court's decision to be carried out. Whatever the case, 
the Council of State, which handles appeals, systematically rules against 

those alleging the inadequacy of impact studies. 


Appeal to Experts 


lnoperative, the impact studies procedure must therefore be changed. This 
is the opinion of the French Association of Ecological Engineers (AFIE) 2 

and of a number of experts who have recently published articles on the prob- 
lem.’ Their suggestions mainly agree. It is first of all necessary to modify 
the range of application of the impact studies. They must be simplified for 
a host of smalier projects, but made obligatory for others now escaping the 
requirement: the development of government forests, ground occupancy plans, 
regional development plans, the development of hydrographic basins, the na- 
tional plan for high-tension lines, highways, and so on. It is not by 
“spicing up” the projects to make them acceptable, but rather, by examining 
the overall picture that one will truly be able to evaluate the real impact 
of projects. 


It is also necessary to improve the quality of the studies by appealing more 

to experts on ecology. One should at least take advantage of the fund of know- 
ledge build up as a result of the 15,000 studies already completed. In the 
United States, the list of impact studies on microfilm is available. In 
france, it is practically impossible to gain access to the studies or even 

to obtain any exhaustive list. And yet, there is a data bank that is growing 
every day, without benefiting anyone. 


Finally, it appears indispensable to organize some supervision of studies 
worthy of the name, first of all, by the public, ensuring open information 
about the dossiers and increasing the number of public and/or dissenting 
hearings. Then there must be control by the government, with the establish- 
ment within the ministry of an independent, competent body to judge the valid- 
ity of the plans. 
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Many other improvements in detail could be made in the procedure, but curiously 
enough, no olficial proposed reform of impact studies has yet been put forth. 
The lawmakers in 1976 had a good inspiration and it is time to make it opera- 
tional, but do people really want it? 


FOOTNOTES 


1. “Impact Studies on the Environment. State of Jurisprudence 1977-1979." 
Ministry of the Environment. 


2. “For a Policy of Technical and Structural Proposals on the Environment.” 
AFIE, 26 Rue Montmartre, 75001 Paris. 


3. “Impact Studies. Critical and Prospective Analysis," by Max Falque, 
SOMI [expansion unknown], Le Tholonet, hamlet of Palette, 13100 Aix-en- 
Provence. 


"Impact Studies on the Environment: Revolution or Evolution in the 
Development of the Territory?" Doctoral thesis by Serge Hebrard, 16 Rue 
Gabriel-Peri, La Garenne-Colombes. 
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STUDY REVEALS QUALITY OF TAP WATER IN 1981 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 1 Sep 82 p 10 
[Article by Jean-Claude Morancais: “Is Tap Water Safe?") 


[Text] Water of poor, even dangerous, quality is provided for public consump- 
tion in 4,500 out of the 36,000 communes in our country. Everyone knows that 
“that's life," but it is one more reason to take a serious look at the results 
of studies made by the Ministry of Health on “The Quality of Water in 1981" 

as made public on 27 May. 


These results had previously been kept secret. Today, whether in the Ministry 
of Health or Environment, officials say they have “absolutely no qualms about 
making them public,” for they finally believe that citizens and consumers are 
adults who deserve to be fully informed. 


This balance sheet has just been published and analyzed in detail, commune by 
commune, in issue 780 (September) of SCIENCE ET VIE. The publication reveals 
the very long list of 4,500 communes where the so-called “drinking” water 

is not satisfactory, inasmuch as it is sometimes dangerous for small children, 
old people, the sick and pregrant women. 


600,000 Persons 


On the whole, the situation is ae follows, based on official statistics: Out 
of the 51 million French people whose drinking water is inspected, 20 million 
have water beyond reproach, particularly in the large cities. The remaining 
58 percent use water ranging from the best to the worst. 


For example, 28 million people drink water whose safety was revealed by samp- 
ling to be “not satisfactory." The worst was the sad “privilege” of 600,000 
persons, 1.3 percent of the total population, living in the 4,500 communes in 
question. 


These are the consumers directly concerned by the SCIENCE ET VIE report. 
However, this figure makes the problem posed relative and shows the extent of 
the efforts remaining to be made in order to solve it in the interest of the 


gercr:' health. This is especially true since a million persons have water 
t! not even inspected, either because they are not connected to a public 
ry or because the distribution unit serving them is not inspected. 
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Another element allowing one to be vigilant without giving way to panic: In 
the Ministry of Health as well as the Ministry of Environment, it is stated 
that public statistics are exaggerated because they show the situation in 
1981. “Substantial improvements have since been made as the result of the 
action by Minister of Health Jack Ralite with respect to laboratories, dis- 
tribution companies and above all, the local communities that are primarily 
responsible for the quality of water." 


One mus also note that the statistical elements resulting from three types 
of analyses, themselves subdivided into “physical” (color, odor, taste), 
“chemical” (amount of ammonia, nitrites, chlorides, sulfates, iron, and so 
on) and “microbiological” (listing of pathogenic germs such as coliiformes 
or fecal streptococci) parameters, are given only in terms of “thresholds.” 
For obvious safety reasons, these thresholds were deliberately set as low as 
possible by lawmakers. “That is why some of these thresholds are attained 
and even exceeded without necessarily posing a danger to the people, but it 
is one fact that must warn us,” according to Leger, technical adviser in 
charge of public health prevention problems in the office of Minister Jack 
Ralite. 


It is all a matter of proportions, dosages, for water is a living substance. 
Too “pure” or too poor in mineral salts, it is just as dangerous, in the 
case of prolonged use, as water extremely polluted by organic or chemical 
matters. . 


High-Risk Campaign 


Another error consists of believing that it is in rural areas that drinking 
water is the best. It is precisely the opposite. Some 83 percent of the 
cases of pollution noted in 4,500 communes are from rural areas with fewer 
than 500 inhabitants, which explains the figure of the 6,000 persons involved. 
Geographically speaking, this is the case of the rural areas of Savoie, Vosges, 
the Centre region, Loire and Poitou-Charentes. “Wherever there are many 

grain crops making intensive use of chemical fertilizers," Jean-Claude Caillot, 
water specialist and technical adviser in the Ministry of the Environment, 
states. 


It is the nitrates, substances suspected of being highly carcinogenic, that 

are of greatest concern, whence the harsh standard of 50 milligrams permissible 
per liter of water just set by the EEC and to be applied by all member coun- 
tries by 1985 at the latest. 


Another aspect is the effect on health of consuming poor-quality water, an 
effect difficult to measure. After 3 months incubation, how is one to know 
with certainty whether a given case of viral hepatitis results from the ab- 
sorption of polluted water or other causes? That is why only these figures 
are given by the Ministry of Health. From 1972 to 1980, the ministry of fi- 
cially recorded only 33 accidents of hydric origin causing some 1,000 cases 
of gastroenteritis, but not a single case of hepatitis for the reasons given 
above. 
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Measures Planned 


The tact remains that improvements are highly desirable and possible. Measures 
are now being worked out jointly by the two ministries. An interministerial 
circular will encourage the establishment of new perimeters to protect sources 
and therefore intakes. The results of analyses will systematically be posted 
in city halls. Financial means will be made available so that small c~~ wnes 
will be able to apply these recommendations or regulations. The latter are 
urged to join together to face any incident and the costly maintenance of 
facilities and distribution systems, often vast in rural areas, more effec- 
tively. A “national reference system" will be set up and should result in a 
"more scientific" surveillance of water quality. Staffs will be increased in 
size. New denitrification techniques are being tried near Morlaix in 

Brittany. The Ministry of Environment hopes that a certificate of professional 
aptitude (CAP) and a professional certificate (BP) will be created in water- 
works. 


For the time being, there is but one type of professional training (a matter 
of concern) given "in-house" by the two major private distribution companies: 
the Lyon Water Company and the General Water Company. Finally, in close 
connection with agricultural organizations and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
studies will be completed to try to modify agricultural techniques in the 
direction of less intensive use of nitrogen fertilizers. The simple fact of 
turning on a faucet to have truly safe water involves complex circuits, as 
one can see. 


Prime Target: Nitrates 


Of all the water pollutants, the one posing the most problems at the present 
time is the proportion of nitrates it contains. Under 55 mg per liter, the 

water still passes, but above that amount, there is some risk, particularly 

the appearance of a disease disturbing the normal oxygenation of the blood: 

methaemoglobinaemia, a kind of blue sickness of nursing infants. 


On the “Hit Parade" of the communes with the most nitrates, we placed those 

in which average doses go dangerously beyond 100 mg per liter. Unfortunately, 
this does not mean that there are no problems in many other departments where 
the average proportion varies from 50 to 100 mg per liter, far above European 
standards set at 50 mg/liter. 


Ariege: Le Carlaret. Aisne: Mons-en-Laonnais. Eure-et-Loir: Beauvilliers, 
Bouglainval, Pierre-Bois-Richeux, Tremblay-le-Vicomte, Marcheville. Finistere: 
Cleder, Kergloff, Plouzevede, Roscoff. Indre: Ruffec-la-Roche. Indre-et- 
Loire: Saint-Laurent-de-Lin. Loiret: Bouzonville-en-Beauce, Treille-en- 
Gatinais. Maine-et-Loire: Doue-la-Fontaine. Moselle: Liocourt. Nord: 
Beauvais-en-Cambresis. Oise: Montgerain, Raray, Menevillers, Villiers- 
Vicomte. Orne: Fel. Pas-de-Calais: Arleux-en-Gohelle, Noyelles-sous-Lens. 
Seine-et-Marne: Changis, Plessy-Placy. Somme: Morlancourt-Chipilly. Essonne: 
La Foret-le-Roi. These 20 communes present major risks, according to analyses 
made in 1981. 
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FRANCE 


GROUP ACCUSES FIRM OF DUMPING CONTAMINATED WASTE IN MEUSE 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 2 Sep 82 p 12 
[Article by Jean-Claude Morancais: "Dangerous Sludge"] 


[Text] The Ecological Nature Conservation Group in Lorraine (GECNAL) filed a 
complaint at the beginning of August with the Saint-Mihiel (Meuse) gendarmerie 
against the Marchon-France Company, which makes cosmetics. GECNAL accuses 

the firm of dumping some 50 tons of chemical sludge in a private area, thus 
risking long-range pollution of the Meuse. 


Neither the municipality of Saint-Mihiel, headed by RPR mayor and vice presi- 
dent of the General Council of Meuse, Bailleux, nor the owner of the private 
sewer, Huot, decided not to follow up the matter, in the opinion that they 
had been taken advantage of. 


Actually, a verbal agreement (of no legal value) was reportedly made between 
the municipality of Saint-Mihiel and the Marchon-France Company so that it 
could dump its waste in a supervised public sewer as soon as it were set up 
in the commune some 10 years ago. However, the dumping of the 50 tons in 
question took place in a private sewer belonging to the Huot Company, which 
claims that it was not even notified, which it finds "“discourteous." 


The Marchon-France Company “admits its dumpings of chemical products" but 
states that thanks to a diluter, "Dykalyte," “they present no danger because 
they are turned into mud." 


This is questioned by the ecological group, which has taken photos and made 
samplings and very day after the aumping. The samples were analyzed by 

the CNRS [National Center for Scientific Research]. That same day, GECNAL 
filed its complaint through one of its officials, Fousnaquer. The complaint 
was filed with the Saint-Mihiel gendarmerie, which immediately began its 
investigation. 


Shortly thereafter, the gendarmerie received the results of analyses reportedly 
proving the existence of traces of toxic products. This does not seem to be 
disputed by Marchon-France officials, who say that “the danger levei has 

not been reached." 
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Ecologists immediately dispute this claim, deeming that the products in ques- 
Lion are dangerous because they are “fatty acids, phenol, benzene and toluene, 
with the latter being very volatile." They fear that even if the toluene 
gradually evaporates, the same will not be true of other products, which could, 
they say, penetrate the very calcareous soil at the site and in a few months, 
cause pollution of the Meuse. 


Moreover, they base their complain filed with the attorney general of Bar-le- 
Duc on the law of 11 July 1976 prohibiting the dumping of harmful products 
in the cpen. That is where things stand at the moment. 


11,464 
CSO: 5000/2502 END 


52 











END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
Ne Th 2 




















